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Focus Scripture

2 Corinthians 1:18-22 NIV

18 But as surely as God is faithful, our message to you is not
“Yes” and “No.” 19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was
preached among you by us—by me and Silas[c] and Timothy—
was not “Yes” and “No,” but in him it has always been “Yes.”
20 For no matter how many promises God has made, they are
“Yes” in Christ. And so through him the “Amen” is spoken by
us to the glory of God. 21 Now it is God who makes both us
and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, 22 set his seal of
ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit,
guaranteeing what is to come.

CHA LER BAILEY


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28820c

PART 5

The Promise
of GOD
"THE EXIT-ENTRANCE."

SE
RS

Hebrews 4:4-9 NKJV

The Promise of Rest

4 Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest, let
us fear lest any of you seem to have come short of it. 2 For
indeed the gospel was preached to us as well as to them; but
the word which they heard did not profit them, [alnot being
mixed with faith in those who heard it.3 For we who have
believed do enter that rest, as He has said:

“So | swore in My wrath, ‘They shall not enter My rest,” ”
although the works were finished from the foundation of the
world. 4 For He has spoken in a certain place of the seventh
dayin this way: “And God rested on the seventh day from all
His works”; 5 and again in this place:“They shall not enter My
rest.” 6 Since therefore it remains that some mustenter it, and
those to whom it was first preached did not enter because of
disobedience, 7 again He desighates a certain day, saying in
David, “Today,”after such a long time, as it has been said:
“Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts.”
8 For if [blJoshua had given them rest, then He would not
afterward have spoken of another day. 9 There remains
therefore a rest for the people of God. 10 For he who has
entered His rest has himself also ceased from his works as
God did from His.
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Point #1
You have to EXIT TO ENTER...

e |saiah 58:13-14 (NIV) "If you keep your feet from breaking
the Sabbath and from doing as you please on my holy day,
if you call the Sabbath a delight and the Lord’s holy day
honorable, and if you honor it by not going your own way
and not doing as you please or speaking idle words, then
you will find your joy in the Lord, and | will cause you to
ride in triumph on the heights of the land and to feast on
the inheritance of your father Jacob."

e In the Bible, the concept of “rest” is expressed in both
Hebrew and Greek with rich meanings:

e Hebrew: The word for “rest” is_n1 (nuach), Pronounced
"NUCH"which conveys the ideas of ceasing from labor,
settling down, being quiet, and experiencing inner peacel.

e Greek: The word used in the New Testament is katanavolg
(katapausis), which refers to a cessation or a stopping of
activity. It is often associated with the rest God provides,
which can be a physical cessation of work as well as a
spiritual state of rest and refreshment2.
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“You have to exit the thought that
you heed to help God out for Him to
help you truly.”

Point #2
GOD DOES NOT NEED HELP...

Numbers 23:19

New International Version (NIV):"God is not human, that he
should lie, not a human being, that he should change his
mind. Does he speak and then not act? Does he promise and
not fulfill?"

King James Version (KJV):"God is not a man, that he should
lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he
said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he
not make it good?"

Amplified Bible (AMP):"God is not a man, that He should lie,
Nor a son of man, that He should repent. Has He said, and will
He not do it? Or has He spoken and will He not make it good
and fulfill it?"
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GENESIS 16:1-3 NLT

The Birth of Ishmael

1 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had not been able to bear children
for him. But she had an Egyptian servant named Hagar. 2 So
Sarai said to Abram, “The Lord has prevented me from having
children. Go and sleep with my servant. Perhaps | can have
children through her.” And Abram agreed with Sarai’s
proposal.

GENESIS 16:3 NLT

3 So Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar the Egyptian servant and
gave her to Abram as a wife. (This happened ten years after
Abram had settled in the land of Canaan.)
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The Fall

1 Now the snhake was the most cunning of all living beings that
Yahweh-God had made. He deviously asked the woman, “Did
God really tell you, ‘You must not eat fruit from any tree of
the garden—?’ ” 2 But the woman interrupted, “—We may eat
the fruit of any tree in the garden, 3except the tree in the
center of the garden. God told us, ‘Don’t eat its fruit, or even
touch it, or you’ll die.”” 4 But the snake said to her, “You
certainly won’t die. 5God knows that the moment you eat it,
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing
both good and evil.”
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Genesis 17

GENESIS 17:1-2 NLT

1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared
to him and said, “I| am El-Shaddai—‘God Almighty.” Serve me
faithfully and live a blameless life. 21 will make a covenant
with you, by which | will guarantee to give you countless
descendants.”

GENESIS 17:3-6 NLT

3 At this, Abram fell face down on the ground. Then God said
to him, 4“This is my covenant with you: | will make you the
father of a multitude of nations! 5 What’s more, | am changing
your name. It will no longer be Abram. Instead, you will be
called Abraham, for you will be the father of many nations. 6 |
will make you extremely fruitful. Your descendants will
become many nations, and kings will be among them!
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17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ [that is, grafted in, joined to
Him by faith in Him as Saviorl, he is a new creature [reborn
and renewed by the Holy Spirit]; the old things [the previous
moral and spiritual condition] have passed away. Behold, new
things have come [because spiritual awakening brings a new
life]. 18 But all these things are from God, who reconciled us
to Himself through Christ [making us acceptable to Him] and
gave us the ministry of reconciliation [so that by our example
we might bring others to Him], 19that is, that God was in
Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting people’s
sins against them [but canceling them]. And He has
committed to us the message of reconciliation [that is,
restoration to favor with God].
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17 This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become
a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!

18And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to
himself through Christ. And God has given us this task of
reconciling people to him. 19For God was in Christ,
reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s
sins against them. And he gave us this wonderful message of
reconciliation. 20So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is
making his appeal through us. We speak for Christ when we
plead, “Come back to God!” 21For God made Christ, who
never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could
be made right with God through Christ.

GENESIS 17:7-8 NLT

7¢1 will confirm my covenant with you and your descendants
after you, from generation to generation. This is the
everlasting covenant: | will always be your God and the God of
your descendants after you. 8And | will give the entire land of
Canaan, where you now live as a foreigner, to you and your
descendants. It will be their possession forever, and | will be
their God.”
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Point #3
You Didn't 'Give that to Yourself!!l...

GENESIS 18:1-15 NLT

A Son Is Promised to Sarah

1 The Lord appeared again to Abraham near the oak grove
belonging to Mamre. One day Abraham was sitting at the
entrance to his tent during the hottest part of the day. 2 He
looked up and noticed three men standing nearby. When he
saw them, he ran to meet them and welcomed them, bowing
low to the ground.

3“My lord,” he said, “if it pleases you, stop here for a while. 4
Rest in the shade of this tree while water is brought to wash
your feet. 5 And since you’ve honored your servant with this
visit, let me prepare some food to refresh you before you
continue on your journey.” “All right,” they said. “Do as you
have said.” 6 So Abraham ran back to the tent and said to
Sarah, “Hurry! Get three large measures of your best flour,
knead it into dough, and bake some bread.” 7 Then Abraham
ran out to the herd and chose a tender calf and gave it to his
servant, who quickly prepared it. 8 When the food was ready,
Abraham took some yogurt and milk and the roasted meat,
and he served it to the men. As they ate, Abraham waited on
them in the shade of the trees.
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9 “Where is Sarah, your wife?” the visitors asked.

“She’s inside the tent,” Abraham replied.

10 Then one of them said, “I will return to you about this time
next year, and your wife, Sarah, will have a son!”Sarah was
listening to this conversation from the tent. 11 Abraham and
Sarah were both very old by this time, and Sarah was long
past the age of having children. 12 So she laughed silently to
herself and said, “How could a worn-out woman like me enjoy
such pleasure, especially when my master—my husband—is
also so old?” 13 Then the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did
Sarah laugh? Why did she say, ‘Can an old woman like me have
a baby?’ 14 Is anything too hard for the Lord? | will return
about this time next year, and Sarah will have a son.”

15 Sarah was afraid, so she denied it, saying, “l didn’t laugh.”
But the Lord said, “No, you did laugh.”

Genesis 17:9 NLT

Then God said to Abraham, “Your responsibility is to obey the
terms of the covenant. You and all your descendants have
this continual responsibility.
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John 2:24-25 in the Amplified Bible (AMP) translation:

"But Jesus, for His part, did not entrust Himself to them,
because He knew all people [and understood the
superficiality and fickleness of human nature], and He did not
need anyone to testify concerning man [and human nature],
for He Himself knew what was in man [in their hearts—in the
very core of their being]."
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Matthew 11:28-30

New King James Version

28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and |
will give you rest.29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from
Me, for | am[algentle and lowly in heart,and you will find rest
for your souls.30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”
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